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in connection with the mother. This is because of the
more consistently stern and dominating characteristics
of the male parent, and of the correspondingly different
mental disposition of the mother.
Of course these conditions can be reversed, so that
it is the mother who is stern and dominating, while the
father can reflect the opposite characteristics.
In its simplest aspects the result of a father-complex
is a desire and tendency to revolt; to be restless. This
is an involuntary reaction on the part of the ego to cer-
tain ill-judged repressive influences on the part of the
father. There has been no shock to the child's psychic
life to cause any involuntary revulsion; but there has
been a- steady pressure of repressive influences,
This undesirable and unnatural steady pressure
produces a tendency on the part of the ego to
It tries to secure a wider freedom of movement, but
fails in its efforts because the persistently applied
parental pressure has been too strong. The result is
that there becomes developed in the psychic life of
the child a persistent tendency to struggle and to revolt.
Throughout life, in rights and in wrongs, sometimes
with justice and sometimes with unreasoning passion,
the person afflicted with a pronounced and unmodified
complex is for ever resisting, revolting, fighting.
At its best the ego, under such influences, is always
restless, a common instance of which Is to be seen in the
person who is always on the move. Flitting here and
there, yet never satisfied, the ego in such instances is
being constantly projected outwardly. Its whole urge
is for ever reaching out: in a sadly literal sense it is
always trying to break the psychical bonds which en-
meshed it during its formative stage.
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